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Statement of the District Task Force on Jails & Justice
Before the Committee on Transportation and the Environment
of the Council of the District of Columbia
Budget Oversight Hearing for the
District Department of Transportation
April 6, 2022
Good morning, Chairwoman Cheh and members of the committee. My name is Shelley
Broderick and I am here today in my capacity as the Chair of the District Task Force on Jails &
Justice (Task Force). The Task Force is an independent advisory body dedicated to redefining
the District’s approach to incarceration by building city-wide engagement, centering the voices
of those with lived experiences, understanding community priorities, and exploring the use and
design of secure detention and community-based solutions. Since 2019, the Task Force has
worked to build a humane, equitable approach to criminal justice in Washington, D.C. that
prioritizes prevention and care, and reimagines accountability through a rehabilitative lens, to
create safe and thriving communities.
The Task Force’s Phase II report, published in February 2021 outlines a ten-year, threestage plan to transform the D.C. justice landscape. The report includes 80 recommendations for
investment in community safety, lower incarceration rates, and an end to the over-criminalization
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of Black people in the District.1 The report, and the implementation of its recommendations,
comes at a critical time as the District grapples with long-standing issues within its criminal legal
system, issues that have been highlighted and exacerbated by the pandemic.
I am here today to urge this Committee’s support for the transfer of certain programs and
funds from the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) to the District Department of
Transportation (DDOT), including the full transfer of the Automated Traffic Enforcement (ATE)
program. The Mayor’s FY23 proposed budget includes an increase of $9,445,001 and 43 FTEs
that will significantly expand the ATE program. The District must allocate funds to DDOT to
fully implement enforcement authority over civil traffic violations. We believe that this measure
is a crucial step in decreasing racial disparities and improving public safety for all D.C. residents
and visitors. The Task Force recommends $250,000 for a consultant to plan for the transfer of
authority of civil traffic violation enforcement from MPD to DDOT.
The Task Force aims to target the problem of ballooning police responsibilities by
promoting investment in alternative means of maintaining public safety that are transparent,
accountable to the public, and do not result in unnecessary incarceration. The transfer of funding
and control of some of the District’s traffic operations from MPD to DDOT is a necessary step
toward reaching that end, 2 and the Task Force is excited to see movement in that direction in the
Mayor’s FY23 Budget Proposal for DDOT.
Based on past traffic violation data, we know that MPD traffic stops disproportionately
affect Black people but do little to increase public safety. 3 For example, in the last five months of
2019, MPD conducted 31,386 “ticket stops” for moving violations, only 3% of which resulted in
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an arrest.4 Further, 61.8% of the ticket stops in this period involved a Black person,5 but Black
people comprise only 46% of D.C.’s population. 6 With DDOT managing traffic stops instead of
MPD, we expect to see a reduction in the total number of stops by MPD and in the proportion of
Black people stopped and arrested. 7 Further, the proposed transfer will reduce police
responsibilities and contact between law enforcement and citizens, both of which are vital to
increasing racial justice in the District. 8
Allocating $250,000 for a consultant to plan for the transfer of the enforcement of civil
traffic violations from MPD to DDOT will ensure a well thought out and thorough transfer of
responsibilities and enforcement, all while reducing racial disparities in traffic stops and
maintaining pedestrian and street safety. This concludes my testimony. Thank you for your time
and I look forward to answering any questions you may have.
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